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Current Status of Net Art Commission

● 661 Art Museum has for the past ten years commissioned artists or collectives 
to create new net art for their website.

● Until now, 55 net artworks have been commissioned by 661 and are accessible 
to the public on New Media, an online gallery space for 661’s commissions of 
net art and new media art. 

● The digital art curator is responsible for choosing the artist to work with. 
Eventually, the artists’ correspondence is stored in the object files.

● 661 uses TMS as their Collections Management System.
● The documents that apply to the net art commissions not only include digital 

materials and metadata stored on the museum server and TMS, but also 
physical materials that only exist in hard copy at the museum. 
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Concept Map
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Project Overview

Numbering Scheme

01 Create a numbering scheme 
for the net artworks that aligns 
with the museum’s existing 
numbering conventions 

Vocabulary Guide

02 Identify appropriate metadata in 

TMS Collections and develop a 

vocabulary guide to effectively 

capture the net artworks

Database Entry

03 Create database entries for 
each individual net artwork

Storage

04 Identify digital and physical 
storage necessities for the 
works

With their collection of 55 and growing artist commissioned net artworks, 661 Art 
Museum now seeks to standardize their approach to organizing, maintaining, and 
storing both the artworks themselves and their related documentation. In order for the 
museum to address these goals, we have identified the following objectives:
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Methodologies 
of Work

Background image: Allard Van Hoorn, Sunrise / Sunset Haiku Engine, 2017



Numbering Scheme
Create a numbering scheme for the net 
artworks that aligns with the museum’s existing 
numbering conventions 

01
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Net Art Numbering Scheme Example
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NM.2010.1

(“NM” for New Media)

NM.2010.5

(Last number follows the 
sequence number of the last 

acquired work)

After emulation

661 Existing Standard Example:

PT.2010.1.a-d

Two letter prefix 
identifying the 
department
(“PT” for Painting)

Year accessioned

Sequence 
number

Made of four panels

Adhere to



Vocabulary Guide
Identify appropriate metadata in TMS 
Collections and develop a vocabulary guide to 
effectively capture the net artworks
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Metadata Field
Crosswalk
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Title
Classification
Artist
Funding Source
Date Published
Date Executed
Markup Language
Scripting Language
Programming Language
Resolution
Previous Access URL
Access URL
Copyright
Credit Line
Cataloger’s Note
Curatorial Note

View Spreadsheet

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1broDS5TBrArOqaTDsvUzFKZ_bhjcuV8_9rfkIy8fWK8/edit?usp=sharing


Vocabulary Control
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ULAN
AAT Query Lists
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Programming Language: https://w.wiki/4QmL

https://w.wiki/4QmL
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Database Entry
Create database entries for each individual net 
artwork
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Storage
Identify digital and physical storage necessities 
for the works

04
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Digital and Physical Storage
Database

TMS Collections 

Cloud-Based Storage

ResourceSpace 

Website for Public Viewing

New Media website 
(https://newmedia.661.org)

Object Records

Onsite File Cabinets 
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https://newmedia.661.org
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Rights & Reproduction Documentation

Conservation Documentation

Exhibition Documentation

Display Documentation

Deed of Gift/Commission Agreement

Accession Worksheet
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Staff & 
Supplies

Background image: Elisa Giardina, Labor of Sleep, 2018



Digital Media Department - New Hires
Department Manager

● Oversees the day-to-day operations of the 
department

● Serves as a middle-man between the 
department and the other departments

● Oversees the installation of works for 
exhibition and display on the website

● Handles contracts, legal/ rights, budget

Cataloguer/Metadata Specialist

● Maintains TMS Collections
● Creates the net art records
● Creates cataloging standards/ numbering 

system/ file naming convention 

Digital Preservation Specialist

● Aid in ingestion, storage, and preservation of 
the netart collection

● Defines the best practices for the artwork 
storage and display

● Makes sure all the appropriate documentation 
is present for the artwork- for storage

● Creates the workflow between cataloger and 
IT

Fellow/Intern (part-time)

● Research 
● Data entry
● Digitizing hard copies 
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Existing Museum Staff
Curator

● Decides artists to work with

General IT

● Handles moving the net art from local storage 
to the museum servers and offsite storage

● Troubleshoots general tech issues 

Web Developer

● Assist in managing the website hosting the 
netart

Researcher (part-time)

● Makes sure all documentation is present, if 
not reaches out to the artist

● Works with Cataloger to gather relevant 
information and history for the work
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Supplies
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Digital Records

Cloud storage: 

ResourceSpace-Business 
Cloud-$764/month = 
$9,168/year Hardwares

PC Computers with CD drives and 
USB slots
Scanners for digitizing hard copies

Physical Records
File cabinets + acid-free folders and
boxes for hard copies

Operating System
Windows

Softwares

TMS

New Existing
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Timeline for
Completion

Background image: Sam Lavigne and Tega Brain, New York Apartment, 2020
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Project Timeline

Phase 1

Evaluation

Review industry standards 
and update 
documentation 
techniques and determine 
museums net art 
repository needs

Phase 2

Inventory Net Art

Implement file naming 
convention; numbering 
scheme and meta 
language

Phase 3

Database Entry

Provide reliable, 
long-term access and 
storage for managed 
digital resources
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Project Timeline

Phase 6

Digital Preservation

Ensure mission and policy 
support digital 
preservation and archiving

Phase 4

Project Complete

Implement future phases 
for digital preservation and 
analysis.

Phase 5

Data Content Analysis

Gain a better 
understanding of the use 
and users of the digital 
collection to assess user 
base



CREDITS: This presentation template was created by 
Slidesgo, including icons by Flaticon, and 
infographics & images by Freepik
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Thanks
Do you have any questions?

Background image: Kristin Lucas, Speculative Habit for Sponsored Seabirds, 2020

http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr

