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Anthology Film Archives

● Archive and Theater in the East Village

○ Preserve and collect films and organize screenings and other 
public programming

● Founded in 1970

● Specializes in lesser-known (or unknown), avant-garde, 
experimental, and independent films.

http://anthologyfilmarchives.org/

Organization
Profile
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http://anthologyfilmarchives.org/


Statement of
Need Problems

● Screening information 
pages are dead-ends

● No way to browse the 
collection or past events 
by particular film, 
director, etc.

● Uncontrolled vocabulary

Still From “The Flicker”, retrieved from 
http://anthologyfilmarchives.org/uploads/stills/st_200908
04_074_500x400.png
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Needs

● Enhance the linterlinking 
of core entities

● Ensure the consistency of 
data description

● Cement the relationship 
between AFA data and 
others, make data more 
discoverable.



Environmental Scan
Linked Open Data at Carnegie Hall

→ CHʼs data emphasizes events

→ Each event entity has its own URI and includes 
metadata related to date, venue, and participants

The Harvard Film Archive Project

→ Publish filmmaker data on Wikidata

→ Ontology dictionary includes essential properties, 
suggested identifiers, and optional properties 
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Environmental Scan
Cinema Context

→ Data model has 5 interconnected entity types
→ The schema.org vocabulary was used. Dublin 

Core was supplemented in certain instances 
where schema.org fell short.

The EUscreen Project

→ Involved human-testing
→ Keyword search with filters
→ The front-end system can be hosted and moved 

to any location or multiple locations
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Project Design 

The Linked Cinema Project planning phase will be year a long project with four 
distinct, consecutive stages: 

1. Analyzing AFAʼs collection data and selecting a sample dataset 
2. Data modeling
3. Extracting entities and converting to RDF
4. Creating access points and disseminating results

Wikibase as hosting platform because it will allow us to use our own data model; 
manage our dataset openly; create our own entities and values; and channel our dataset 
to Wikidata.
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Proposed Project Timeline

4 months 4 months

Phase One: 
Analyzing AFAʼs 
collection data 
and selecting a 
sample dataset 

Phase Two:
Data Modeling

Phase Three: 
Extracting 
entities and 
converting to 
RDF

Phase Four: Creating 
access points and 
disseminating results

Planning Phase: 12 months

4 months

+



Project Personnel and Budget
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Personel-  The Linked Cinema Project will consist of 2 part time consultants
● 1 data scientists with Linked Open Data experience and 
● 1 AFA archivist/subject specialist. 

Budget-  We are seeking $75,000
■ $60,000 will be allocated to cover project personnel
■ $15,000 to cover equipment, technology and any logistical needs. 



Phase One: Inventory AFA and Select Sample Dataset
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1. Perform a complete analysis of AFAʼs collection. 

1. Select a sample of 90 items from AFAʼs repository that represent the our primary entities-
a. 30 program descriptions (digitized and available online)
b. 30 film notes (digitized and available online)
c. 30 directorsʼ paper resources

1. Digitized resources converted to Microsoft Word documents and paper resources scanned and 
converted to plain to text. 

Example of program 
descriptions,
http://anthologyfilmar
chives.org/film_screen
ings/series/50342 Example of film notes

http://anthologyfilmarchives.org/film_screenings/series/50342
http://anthologyfilmarchives.org/film_screenings/series/50342
http://anthologyfilmarchives.org/film_screenings/series/50342


Phase Two: Data Modeling 

Consult with 
selected 

representatives 
from target user 

groups

Create preliminary 
data model

Revise the data 
model

Select controlled 
vocabularies for the 

connections

Select controlled 
vocabularies for the 

values

Or

Linked.art
CIDOC CRM
schema.org

ULAN
TGN
AAT

Library of Congress

Or

Domain specific 
vocabularies

10



Primary Entities

Still From “T:O:U:C:H:I:N:G”, 
retrieved from 
http://anthologyfilmarchives.
org/uploads/stills/st_2009082
7_072_500x400.png
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Photo of Paul Sharits, 
retrieved from 
https://media.wnyc.org
/i/800/0/h/85/1/Sharits.j
pg



Program
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Spreadsheet: 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1OHWFnlI
DFnV9n3e9XlNmq9KcnYvOOafxbeQYh_LopnE/edit?
usp=sharing

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1OHWFnlIDFnV9n3e9XlNmq9KcnYvOOafxbeQYh_LopnE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1OHWFnlIDFnV9n3e9XlNmq9KcnYvOOafxbeQYh_LopnE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1OHWFnlIDFnV9n3e9XlNmq9KcnYvOOafxbeQYh_LopnE/edit?usp=sharing


Film
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Spreadsheet: 
https://docs.google.com/spreadshe
ets/d/1fM0ZwbSr1zHVAMztTUGDFvk
n3pfNPqz6Of0lku-3hwQ/edit?usp=s
haring

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1fM0ZwbSr1zHVAMztTUGDFvkn3pfNPqz6Of0lku-3hwQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1fM0ZwbSr1zHVAMztTUGDFvkn3pfNPqz6Of0lku-3hwQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1fM0ZwbSr1zHVAMztTUGDFvkn3pfNPqz6Of0lku-3hwQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1fM0ZwbSr1zHVAMztTUGDFvkn3pfNPqz6Of0lku-3hwQ/edit?usp=sharing


Director
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Spreadsheet: 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1KkvzM
OUJ0MQlK3erFXBaLbk2-AAny9T4lH_l9qaxv78/edi
t?usp=sharing

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1KkvzMOUJ0MQlK3erFXBaLbk2-AAny9T4lH_l9qaxv78/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1KkvzMOUJ0MQlK3erFXBaLbk2-AAny9T4lH_l9qaxv78/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1KkvzMOUJ0MQlK3erFXBaLbk2-AAny9T4lH_l9qaxv78/edit?usp=sharing


Phase Three: Extract Entities and Create Triples

Manually assign 
entity types and 

URIs to each of the 
names recognized

Send text blocks to 
NER server, paint 
unrecognized text

Create RDF triples 
by using the “Export 

Rules” function

Randomly selected 
90 samples from 
AFA repositories

30 program 
descriptions

30 film notes

30 paper materials 
on individual 

directors
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Import Word docs, 
clean up text, 

“block” them into 
chunk

Document to Data tool developed by the Semantic Lab at Pratt Institute
Tool: http://159.89.242.202:3000/ 

Demo Video: https://semlab.io/howto/selavy_alpha 

http://159.89.242.202:3000/
https://semlab.io/howto/selavy_alpha


Phase Four: Creating Access Points and Disseminating 
Data  
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Wikibase 
● Export in JSON, XML, RDF etc. 
● Perform SPARQL Queries 

Github
● Access and Collaboration with data

Propose New Wikidata Property (“Anthology Film Archives ID”) 

Distribute project results at info shows/symposiums and create accompanying 
project video to present.  Publish findings in open access repositories. 

      



Future Work
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◻ Redesigning the front end of AFAʼs website to increase visibility of collections and 
improve search function.

◻ Researching target institutions and creating outreach and educational plans to 
encourage collaboration and linking to external datasets. 

◻ Creating a task force to address archival/non-traditional film LOD standards.

◻ Planning an LOD symposium and  inviting target institutions and partners to attend 
and participate. 

◻ Designing a Linked Cinema Project website that aggregates linked archival materials 
from all partner institutions. 

◻ Developing best practices for handling structured data related to nontraditional films 
including films with no known release dates, films of unique formats or durations, 
and orphan films where copyright holders are unknown.



Thank you!
Questions?
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